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@ FROM TTHHE
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PASTOR'S PARAGRAPHS

Here we are. Winter is over and Spring is here. The trees are budding and abme are
ready in full bloom. Flowers are beginning to push up through the soil and showing their beauti-
ful colors. Spring is such a wonderful time of year. It is during this time of tretlyat as
Christians, we turn our thoughts towards the events of Easter. Though Christmeaaetite
time of the year for many of us, Christmas would be meaningless without Easteouithe
cross, our sins would still separate us from God. It was there at Calvarysimpaa the ulti-
mate price for our sin, our stubbornness, and pride. It was there that the wages of gaidvere
once and for all for all who would turn to Christ in faith. But then, just as importdmé @soss
is the resurrection. For without the resurrection, the cross would be meaninglesapostie
Paul speaks of Jesus as the first fruit of those that sleep. When he camerioitiefgrave on
that first Easter Sunday morning, he conquered death for all of us. The victoSadaey sin,
and death was his then and is his today and forever. Easter is about Jesus. In this keason of
when we are remembering Christ’s sacrifice and pondering what kind of sacef@ewilling
to make to follow Jesus, we are preparing to celebrate the true meaning of the\Eadte
When you see that pretty flower pushing its head through the soil, think of Jesus thrustilfy him
from the grave. Think too, that the resurrection of Jesus assures each of ussfiegdife.
Then, with the Apostle Paul, let us say together: But thanks be to God! He gitiesvictory
through our Lord Jesus Christ.” (I Corinthians 15:57)

As you prepare to celebrate Easter, | hope you will watch carefully for the anounc
ments about all the special services that will be taking place during Holy WeekWddnesday
Lenten Luncheon will be at Memorial Baptist Church this year. The time and ¢ddst an-
nounced later.

Let me leave you with some thoughts from Pete Becary, editor of theteaGzasmty
Signs of Faith.
Forbidden fruit creates many jams.

Love does not dominateit cultivates.
Today’s decisions are tomorrow’s realities.
Better to rise to the occasion than to hit the ceiling.

Never use a gallon of words to express a spoonful of thoughts.
(Bits & PiecesMarch 2006)

Have a blessed week. | will see you Sunday.
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Celebrating (.:
An Anniversary This Meonth N SY

Our Nation and its Leaders, our missionaries, all Service Men and Women, Cal
Cooper (Vivian Simpson’s nephew), David Peak (Afghanistan), P.J. Melvin (Iraq),
Gary Altman (Iraqg); Lyn Sander, Alvin Newton, Gerry Gregory, Wayne Morgan, Pat

Harmon, J.D. Johnson, Sammy Overby (Celia Melvin’s cousin), Robert Ennis,
Susan Bain, Donna Turlington, and Mary (Tootsie) Ennis (Millie Wiggins’ sister); our
shut-ins and homebound.
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WwidShine

“Let your light shine before men...and praise your Father in heaven.”

Matthew 5:16

! #$! %& & (
*(
0 * )
2
1 3
4 # - 5/#&
1 1
! 1
1
1 /
4
5
*<
1! = <
) > %&&'
%&&" ? 1 ! !
@ #. ?%# *3 4
@
) 1
A @ )
4
1
1
A



