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Pastor’s Paragraphs 
              By the time you read this, we will be over halfway through the first month of the New Year.  
Like you, I do not know what 2007 holds for us.  I cannot view the future, nor do I want to be able to 
do so.  However, I am optimistic about the New Year.  “Why?” you ask.  I don’t know if I can give 
you a quick answer to that question, but I will try.  As I look around me, I see signs of a genuine desire 
to accomplish something great with our Lord this year.  I see a number of you having a new zeal to 
bring people to Jesus and to our church.  I see smiles on your faces.  I hear laughter in the halls.  I see 
more of you taking your responsibility to tithe and give generously and cheerfully through the church 
budget.  (We went 12% over last year’s budget and spent 4% less than last year’s budget.)  I see a real 
desire to be involved in missions, both through our budget and through personal involvement.  A 
Men’s Morning Prayer Meeting is taking place every Monday and Thursday at 7:00.  Though our 
number is small, it is consistent.  I believe it will grow.  Our Wednesday Evening Bible Study has in-
creased in size and many of you who attend do so with great enthusiasm.  There is a study for men, 
one for women, and one for those who choose to be part of a group of both men and women.  The 
group I lead has nearly outgrown the room where we meet.  We will be looking for a larger space.  
That is a good problem to have.  Mission trips are being planned on a quarterly basis, if not more of-
ten.  We are seeing visitors each week on Sunday morning.  Surely, God is at work.  Jesus said that he 
would build his church on the kind of faith Peter expressed when he told the Lord that he was the 
Christ, the Son of the Living God.  That kind of faith is here in Buies Creek.  For Jesus to build his 
church, you and I must be so committed to Christ that we will allow him to do whatever he chooses to 
do both in and through us.   
              If I were giving a “State of the Church” address, I would say that the state of our church is 
good with the potential to be much greater.  What happens this year really depends on us, all of us to-
gether.  It is not a matter of what God will do.  He will do whatever we allow him to do.  Our Missions 
Committee is working diligently and challenging us to do more and give more.  How will you person-
ally respond?  Our Long-Range Planning Committee is hard at work.  Pray that God will lead them 
and give them a vision.  The need to touch lives for Jesus is great.  Will you commit to lead someone 
to Jesus personally this year?  We need to oversubscribe our budget again this year to do more in min-
istering to our children, youth, and college, as well as all the other various age groups in our church.  
Will you give more?  As you give your offering, will you come before the Lord with your gift know-
ing that you have brought your best and that He is pleased with what you have brought?  Tim Kelly 
said that worship involves knowing what God is worth and giving him what He is worth.  What is God 
worth to you in terms of your commitment to Him and to the work of the Kingdom?  I challenge you 
to pray more, do more, give more, trust more, encourage more, expect more, and let God work his 
marvelous work in you in 2007. 
              It truly will be a great year and God will do God-size work within us, our families, and our 
church if we will let him.  I know some of you will accept this challenge because you know it is based 
on God’s word.  Wouldn’t it be great if not some, but all of us would accept the challenge and see 
2007 turn out to be the greatest year ever in the life of the church? 
 

              God bless you.  Have a wonderful week.  I look forward to seeing you Sunday. 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Our Nation and its Leaders, our  
missionaries, all Service Men and Women, Tommy Lechinger, Donna 

Turlington, Louise Adams, Nick & Gerry Gregory, Peggy Stewart, Hazel 
Weaver, Winifred Stewart, Johnny Ezzell (Alex’s Ezzell’s Uncle), Terry 
Mason (Betty Stewart’s Nephew), Sue Mason (Betty Stewart’s sister), 

Brad Newton (Iva Newton’s grandson), and Elton & Faye Perry (Frances 
Lewis’ brother and sister-in-law); our shut-ins and homebound. 
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“Let your light shine before men…and praise your Father in heaven.”  
Matthew 5:16 
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