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Pastor’s Paragraphs

Words of encouragement! That's what we need. These are diffad, to say the least.
But perhaps, we should look at them as challenging days and days of opporuafipears to me
that it was in a time of wilderness wandering that God prepfrehimself a people who would be
capable of reaching greater heights than ever before. Indeed, heegrépan for a “Promised
Land.”

In 1775 Edmund Burke said: “The only thing necessary for the triumphla$ ¢lwat good
men do nothing.” | might add to that and say that it is necessarysidoi good men to do some-
thing, but to do the right thing. And that my friend, takes courage. laappe me that for us to
face these trying times and succeed; we must determine that we will ndt iaés the Apostle Paul
writes in Philippians 4:13: “I can do all things through Christ whangtleens me.” Dan Green, in
his book_Finish Strongwrites: “Regardless of what came before or of what hawyabme, what
matters most right now is how | choose to respond to the challenge Ibegor Will | lie down or
will | fight? The choice is mine and | choose to finish stron@6 you have the courage and the
faith to succeed? Let me share with you three other staterfeenGreen’s book. Dale Carnegie
said: “Most of us have far more courage than we ever dream@odsgessed.” Robert Cody writes:
“Have the courage to live. Anyone can die.” And Gilbert K. Glrémt writes: “Courage is almost
a contradiction in terms. It means a strong desire to live takindorm of a readiness to die.” In
other words, courage is faith acting itself out in works. It is refusing to give up or give in.

In these economically trying times, our nation faces great dgalfe as does the church,
and as do we. The government will try to do something, but will ihdaight thing? That remains
to be seen. The church will try to meet the needs beforehtowittributions from its members, but
will it succeed? We can look at the challenges we fat@nvour families and either throw up our
hands in despair or determine that we will overcome them. k&hewhether it is for the govern-
ment, the church, or us, is to act courageously with faith aftkingeand hearing the voice of God.
At the very center of it all it, is God. Christ will empawes to succeed in life if we are prepared to
surrender our lives totally to him. He overcame sin, death, lengrave. Surely, our economic
woes are far less of a challenge to him. He wants you tbedoght thing, keep the faith, and trust
him. There are lessons to be learned in the wilderness, our waderié¢hat is God preparing you
to be and do? Will you step out in faith? Hear God's word to Joshua: “Be of good cooragen f
with you.” Anyone can give up and anyone can die. Only men and womenrhotdaitbe of great
courage, step out, live, do the right thing, and succeed. God is tryingp@are us for something
greater than anything we have ever experienced. Will we leaesbhens, accept his challenges,
and make these days the best and the brightest days yet? Tited.wi'm looking forward to the
year ahead.

Have a blessed day. | look forward to seeing you Sunday.

Pastor Michael
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9 Oscar & June Simmons

4 Mark Quankenbush
6 Bonnie Larche

7 Christopher Rhodes
7  Frank White

10 Rufus Turner

10 Nancy Bales

10 Christopher Penny
11 June Simmons

11 Don Annis

14 Mary Ramer

16 Ashley Stewart

18 PJ Melvin

19 Dorothy Mullins

20 T.H. McLeod

22 Michael Simmons
28 Jim Edwards
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WMU News
February is a busy month for WMU. Sunday, February 22nd is our church’s Baptist
Women’s Day and we will be focusing on missions, specifically what WMU does to
promote and encourage missions opportunities and work. During the service we
will be collecting the Heck-Jones offering, which is a special offering to help the
WMU of NC implement their mission plans for the year. We encourage everyone to
attend this service and learn more about the important missions work of the WMU.

“Family Fun Night” Sunday, February 15th
Everyone is invited to join us for a “Family Fun Night”, on Sunday, February 15th from
5-7 p.m. This will be a special time for Valentines of our church to enjoy a meal,
fellowship and entertainment. Volunteers are providing the meal which will consist of
lasagna, salad, rolls and tea. The entertainment will be skits, songs, jokes, "lovely legs
contest” and other fun activities. Please look for sign-up sheets in next week’s bulletin.

PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Our Nation and its Leaders, our missionaries, all
Service Men and Women, Andrew Upshaw (Germany, Al's nephew), Peter (Chip)
Dinklage (Iraq), P.J. Melvin (Iraq), Mary Rhodes (Volunteer Missionary), Veronica
Stewart, Gilda Blackmon, Ashley Stewart, Celia Melvin, Anne Oxford, Kelli Melvin,
Helen Occhiuzzo (Jill Inscore’s grandmother), Ann Stone (Joyce Harmon and

Rosalie Ferrell's sister-in-law), Juanita Kendrick (Ron Kendrick’s mother), Bunn
Bennett (Joyce Stewart's brother-in-law), Ella Kuhns (Linda Kuhns' mother), Larry
Wynns (Joe Wynns’ uncle), and Lee Byrd (Arlene Brown-Page's nephew), and our
homebound: Jill Upshaw-IHS Nash in Rocky Mount, Donna Turlington, Hazel Weaver,
Mattie Slaughter, lva Newton, Mary Lucas (Brenda Edwards’ grandmother), Billy
Mason-Parrish Nursing Center in Dunn, Doug Johnson, Beulah Stewart, Wayne and
Doris Morgan, May Marshbanks, Mae Danner-Windsor Point in Fuquay-Varina, Ruby
Biggs-Brookfield Retirement Center in Lillington, Leon Davis-Harnett Manor in
Lillington, Juanita Hight-Brookfield Retirement Center in Lillington, Mildred Harmon-
Freedom House in San Antonio, Frances Jones-Britthaven of Harnett in Dunn, Doris
Yates-Britthaven of Harnett in Dunn, Sue A. Brown, Mary Ramer-Brookfield Retirement
Center in Lillington , and Eloise Sheppard.
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widShine

“Let your light shine before men...and praise your
Father in heaven.”
Matthew 5:16



192 gl mfw A Message From the Minister of Music
Yedd NIGILEE R\ W Dear friends,

) )* The Christmas season has passed and we had wonderful participation in the musical
# + Choir members took a break and are getting started for the New
# Year. Students are back and we have begun practicing again. We are working on music
R for spring and Easter. We have some beautiful arrangements of your old favorites. We
1 2 could use more choir members and encourage you to join with us in ministering to the
Wednesday. Feb 11" . congregation through music. If you are new to the congregation, we would invite you to
o e neg/ a\(/), ebruary MUST ) o come and sing along with us. We manage to have a lot of fun along with the hard work
' 0 : of getting our notes and rhythms correct. Please come join us!
The Hand Bell Choir is starting up again and we always look forward to hearing them
play their inspiring music.
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* 74 55555 9 6 .. The Kidz Khoir (grades 1-6) is working on a musical for the spring called
. 559 8. .. Contrary to most adults, the children love to learn
10 % '0( Please bear in parts for a play so they are having a good time singing and acting. We will announce the
mind that when you make the reservation you are expected to pay for the meal even if time of the musical soon so you can put it on your calendar.
you don’t attend unless you have cancelled by the set time of 5 PM on Monday.
10 % 4 / The Cherub Choir (age 3-first grade) is enjoying singing and music activities with Mrs.
- Joan Lanier and Patricia Greene.
3 36 % - ( Joan will be having the children participate in a mime act later on this spring.
0,
< :
) 0 % () Thanks for all your support of the music program.
C. * =>74268>.@ /" Dorothy Mullins
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