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Buies Creek First Baptist Church 
PO Box 160 
118 Main Street 
Buies Creek, NC  27506 
http://www.bcfbc.org 

Phone:  910-893-4280 
Fax:      910-893-8444 
E-Mail:  bcfbcoffice@embarqmail.com 

Church Staff 
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Dr. Michael Simmons  
E-mail:  BuiesCreek@embarqmail.com 
 
Minister of Music   
Dorothy Mullins 
 
Minister of Children  
Debbie Jones 
E-mail:  ChildrenBCFBC@embarqmail.com 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Geoffrey Finken  
E-mail:  bcfbcoffice@embarqmail.com 
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Pastor’s Paragraphs 
 
 The following story comes from the January 2010 issue of Bits & Pieces. 
 
Eubie Blake was considered by many to be the father of ragtime music.  His career spanned from his 
adolescence well into his middle age.  After more than 20 years in retirement, he decided to record 
an album and hit the scene again.  He would go on to perform for more than a decade and make his 
last musical appearance sometime before his 100th birthday. 
 As one might imagine, throughout his career, many in the jazz world often sought out Blake 
for advice. 
 “I want to write a musical score,” an aspiring composer once said to Blake.  “Can you tell 
me how to go about it?” 

“You’re very young,” Blake responded.  “You should wait a few years, when you’re a little 
bit older.” 

“But you were composing when you were in your teens, much younger than I am now,” ob-
served the young man. 

“This is true,” Blake replied, “but I didn’t have to ask anyone how to do it.” 
If you’ve go the passion, you don’t need anyone’s permission or guidance to bring your 

dreams to fruition.  All you need to do is roll up your sleeves and get to work. 
 
 It appears to me that the advice Eubie Blake gave the young would-be composer, is 

sound advice for us in life in general, and particularly in the church.  In our generation, the way to 
accomplish something seems to be to grab the latest self-help book off the shelf or turn to the newest 
web site and find out what we need to do to get started.  But the way to get started and to succeed 
will not be found in the newest book or web site, it will be found in passion and commitment.  We 
must have a passion for what we are doing and a commitment to seeing it done all the way through 
to the end.  If we want to see our church grow, it won’t happen because we have sought out the new-
est program.  It will only happen when we want it badly enough that we are willing to let God use us 
to make it happen.  It happens when we have the kind of passion James and John had when they left 
their nets and followed Jesus and the kind of commitment Paul had to go wherever the Lord took 
him to share the Gospel with the world of his day.  It wasn’t waiting for someone else to show them 
what to do; it was simply depending on the Holy Spirit to guide them in the process.  They were 
faithful and depended on the Lord. 

You know the Lord.  You have the Gospel.  We all do.  The questions that remain are these.  
“Do you (we) have the passion?” “Do you (we) have the commitment?”  The way each of us answers 
these questions will determine what kind of church growth we will experience this year.  The Lord is 
already out in front going before us.  Will we join Him in what He is doing?  We are off to a good 
start in 2010.  The rest of the year could be even better.  Will you do your part? 

 
Have a blessed week.  I look forward to seeing you Sunday. 
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6     Bonnie Larche 
7    Christopher Rhodes 
7     Frank White 
10   Rufus Turner 
10   Nancy Bales 
10   Christopher Penny 
11   June Simmons 
11   Don Annis 
16   Ashley Stewart 
18   PJ Melvin 
19   Dorothy Mullins 
20 T.H. McLeod 
20   Becky Wimberly 
22 Michael Simmons 
27   Kimberly McBrayer 
28   Jim Edwards 
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9    Oscar & June Simmons 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Our Nation and its Leaders, our mission-
aries, all Service Men and Women, Andrew Upshaw (Al’s Newphew, Iraq), Gary 
Altman (Pamela Yates’ son, Iraq), Brandon Lemons (Jason Lemons’ brother, 
Iraq), P.J. Melvin (Iraq), Mary Rhodes (Journeyman), Anne Oxford, Wayne 
Hatcher, Diamond Matthews, Wanda Melanson (Eric Matthews’ sister), Janie 
Tripp (Debbie Persinger’s mother), Carolyn Lucas (Brenda Edwards’ mother), 
Juanita Kendrick (Ron Kendrick’s mother), Denise Sigmon (Becky Wimberly’s 
mother), Everett Newton (Iva Newton’s brother-in-law), Wanda Miller (Roger 
Tankersley’s sister), Joseph Baker (Ann Davis’ father), Lottie Herbert (A.G. 
Hare’s sister), Hellen Phillips (Donnie Yates’ grandmother), Joyce Haire 
(Brenda Edwards’ aunt), and our homebound:  Jill Upshaw-IHS Nash in Rocky 
Mount, Hazel Weaver, Mattie Slaughter, Iva Newton, Billy Mason-Parrish Nurs-
ing Center in Dunn, Doug Johnson, Beulah Stewart-Harnett Manor in Lillington, 
Doris Morgan, May Marshbanks, Mae Kuhns-Harnett Manor in Lillington, Ruby 
Biggs-Brookfield Retirement Center in Lillington, Frances Jones-Britthaven of 
Harnett in Dunn, Doris Yates-Britthaven of Harnett in Dunn, Sue A. Brown, and 
Eloise Sheppard.  
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“Let your light shine before men…and praise your Father in heaven.”  
Matthew 5:16 
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