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Buies Creek First Baptist Church 
PO Box 160 
118 Main Street 
Buies Creek, NC  27506 
http://www.bcfbc.org 

Phone:  910-893-4280 
Fax:      910-893-8444 
E-Mail:  bcfbcoffice@embarqmail.com 

Church Staff 
Sr. Pastor 
Dr. Michael Simmons  
E-mail:  BuesCreek@embarqmail.com 
 
Minister of Music   
Dorothy Mullins 
 
Minister of Children  
Debbie Jones 
E-mail:  ChidrenBCFBC@embarqmail.com 
 
Administrative Assistant 
Geoffrey Finken  
E-mail:  bcfbcoffice@embarqmail.com 
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A True Friend 
According to an Arabian proverb, “A friend is 

one to whom one may pour out all the contents of 
one’s heart, chaff and grain together, knowing 
that the gentlest of hands will take and sift it, 

keep what is worth keeping and with a breath of 
kindness blow the rest away.” 

That’s why it’s so important to have Christian 
friends. We can share the good and bad, confident 

that our friends won’t judge us as a result. In-
stead, true friends celebrate our successes and 

encourage us during disappointments.  
As the Bible says, “A friend loves at all 

times” (Proverbs 17:17, NRSV). 
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Pastor’s Paragraphs 
 

In the May issue of Bits & Pieces the following story is told: 
 
Once there was a King who was having a Grand Ball.  He invited everyone in the kingdom to 
attend.  The only thing he asked is that those who came be dressed in formal attire. 
 
More than anything young Julius wanted to attend the ball; but alas, he was poor and did not 
have formal attire to wear.  So, there he stood at the gate of the palace, wearing a long face and 
wondering what it might be like if he could only be on the other side of those palace walls. 
 
Then he heard a voice.  “Why the long face, son?” 
 
Without looking up, Julius responded:  “What?” 
 
“Why the long face:  You should be home getting dressed for my ball.  I’m on the way in myself 
to get ready.” 
 
Julius was surprised that the one speaking to him was the King himself.  Wow!  The King was 
taking time to speak to him, a mere commoner. 
 
Julius explained his situation. He was poor and did not have the money to buy formal attire to 
attend the King’s Grand Ball. 
 
The King told Julius not to worry; he would take care of the problem.  He called the Prince and 
told him to take Julius to the royal dressing room and let him pick out whatever he wanted to 
wear so that he could attend the ball.  The Prince obeyed and helped him find a beautiful outfit 
to wear.  Julius tried it on.  It fit perfectly. 
 
“Thank you kindly, sir,” Julius said as he bent over to pick up his old clothes.  “No, just leave 
them.  They are worn out and useless” said the Prince.  Julius thought for a moment and said:  
“No, I’ll take them with me.  I may need them when I wear out my new clothes.” 
 
The Prince replied:  “You’ll never need them again.  When your new clothes wear out, come 
back here and we will get you more new clothes to wear.” 
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1 Al Upshaw 
2 Hal Bain 
2 Shawn Kendrick 
4    Martha Barbour 
5 Daniel Rhodes 
10  Gene Lewis Sr. 
14 Veronica Stewart 
16 Jonathan Lanier 
16   Meredith Greene 
18 Jimmy Meadows 
18   Ian Smith 
20 Jefferson Upchurch 
21 Win Quakenbush 
22 Sue Ann Brown 
23 Dwaine Greene 
23   Kathy Melvin 
30   Jennifer Hatcher 
30   Jessica Hatcher 
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   4   Pat & Joyce Harmon-50th  
 11   Doug & Carolyn Johnson 
 25  Win & Anne Quakenbush 
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER:  Our Nation and its Leaders, our missionaries, all 
Service Men and Women, Andrew Upshaw (Iraq, Al’s nephew), Gilda Blackmon, Larry 
Stewart, Ken & Veronica Stewart, Mary Rhodes (Volunteer Missionary), Helen Occhiuzzo 
(Jill Inscore’s grandmother), Ann Garner (Pam Yates’ mother), Jodie King (Eloise 
Turner’s grandson), Ann Stone (Joyce Harmon’s sister-in-law), Juanita Kendrick (Ron 
Kendrick’s mother), Haywood Gay (Anne Quakenbush’s uncle), Larry Wynns (Joe 
Wynns’ uncle), Lyn Sander, and Lee Byrd (Arlene Brown-Page’s nephew), and our home-
bound:  Jill Upshaw, Donna Turlington, Hazel Weaver, Mattie Slaughter, Iva Newton, 
Mary Lucas (Brenda Edwards’ grandmother), Billy Mason, Doug Johnson, Gerry Gregory, 
Beulah Stewart, Doris Morgan, Mae Danner, Ruby Biggs, Juanita Hight, Mildred Harmon, 
Frances Jones, Doris Yates, Sue A. Brown, Mary Ramer, and Eloise Sheppard.     
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Julius would not listen and insisted on taking his old rags with him.  The Prince relented and let 
Julius pick up the rags and tuck them under his arm as he went out to go to the ball. 
 
At the Grand Ball Julius stood around and watched everyone around him dance.  But, he could-
n’t dance, not holding rags under his arm.  When the servants came by with trays of food and 
drink, Julius could only take a little because he only had one hand free.  When the ball was over, 
everyone went home remembering the wonderful time they had experienced.  But Julius went 
home with very little to remember.  He did not experience all the wonderful things that went on 
at the ball because he would never let go of his rags.  Though he had new clothes and the prom-
ise of new clothes whenever he needed them, he missed out on the joy of the ball because he 
held on to the past and something he no longer needed. 
 
How much like Julius, many of us are.  Jesus has removed our rags of sin and clothed us in his 
righteousness.  He has promised to supply all our need.  He has invited us to his Grand Ball, and 
yet, we want to hold on to the past which prevents us from inheriting the future.  History and 
heritage are great, and the lessons we learn from them are important, but until we are willing to 
turn loose of the past to press toward the future, we will never experience the joy of the journey 
with Christ.  The challenge I leave with you today is to learn from the past, our heritage and his-
tory; while at the same time, turning loose of the past and reaching out to claim our future.  The 
Christian life is a life that moves forward in which we are always growing and going with Jesus.  
Our future is before us.  The journey is sometimes difficult.  However, the joy is real.  As my 
friend Gene puts it:  “Wow! What a ride!”  As we enter a new church year in July, let us move 
forward with both hands free and enjoy the victory before us.  We don’t need the old clothes; 
our King has promised to provide us with whatever we need if we will follow him.  I am com-
mitted to follow the Lord wherever he leads.  Will you go too? 
 
Have a blessed week.  I look forward to seeing you Sunday. 
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“Let your light shine before men…and praise your Father in heaven.”  
Matthew 5:16 
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C.   Our Adults have had the opportunity to experience missions several ways this year: 
1.    Our Women’s groups are expanding.  The Wednesday night Bible Study group focuses on book 
        studies and addresses topical issues.  The New Circle meets one day each month and studies  
        missions endeavors at home & around the world. 
2.    The Fall Creek Ladies Night Out was an inspiring time with Jessica Wynns shared with us     
       about missions work in Ecuador, South America & challenged us to reflect on what really has    
       eternal value. 
3. The Annual Prayer Retreat was one of our largest yet.  Dorothy Barham  lead us into “A Fresh  
        Encounter with God”.  
4. The International Missions Study on Moldova, let by Alice Davis, was a chance to see how 

missions work is developing in central Europe. 
5. We hosted our 1st ever Women’s Conference!  WOW!  Isn’t God good?  The 60 people who  
        attended received a grand blessing as Joani Tabor lead us through making the decision to let      
       “Nothing Steal Our Joy”.  We were blessed to have her share with the Congregation as our 
        Baptist Women’s Day Speaker as well. 
6. Jimmy & Brenda Edwards led the North American (Home) Missions Study “Live with Ur-

gency”. They focused on how Southern Baptists are doing just that, with some excellent exam-
ples taken from the lives and ministries of a few of the 2008 Week of Prayer missionaries.   

�
Upcoming opportunities… 
 

1. Vermont Missions Trip – Please be praying for the team as they prepare, for the church they 
will be working with & for the people they will be coming in contact with during the trip.  
Encouragrams will be available soon for your to write words of encouragement to the team 
members. 

2. Fall programming begins at the end of August.  Watch your bulletins & newsletters for the 
exacts. 

 
As we move into the second half of 2008 we are reminded of our “watch-word”, or “theme verse”, 
for 2008, which is “Walk worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work 
& increasing in the knowledge of God.” Colossians 1:10.    God is offering us the opportunity to be 
on mission for Him.  Keep your eyes, & especially your heart, open as you move through the second 
half of 2008.  Be praying for God to prepare your heart for where He wants you to serve.  As al-
ways… 
 
…Serving an Amazing God Together~ 
WMU Leadership Team  
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   ...is moving right through 2008.  July marks two key things on our 
church calendar:  1) The beginning of the new church fiscal year, 2) The halfway point in the calen-
dar year.  WOW!  Can you believe it is already here?  So many great things have been happening 
within our fellowship as we are “putting our faith in action” in 2008. . . 
 
The new fiscal year is when our new officers & teachers take on their duties.   Many thanks to 
Brenda Brown, Carolyn Johnson, Joan Lanier, Janice McLeod, Jane Tart  & Gina Smith for their 
continuing commitment to missions by agreeing to continue to serve on the WMU Leadership Team 
for 2008-09.  The newest addition to the Leadership Team is Anne Quakenbush.  She will be serving 
as WMU Director this year.  We are so excited to have her shift from her place on the Missions 
Committee to this position.  Her leadership & commitment to missions set the stage for amazing 
things for the new year.   
 
It is at this point that we would like to thank our exiting WMU Director for her leadership during the 
past 6 months.  The adjustment after Vivian Simpson’s death & the transition of leadership & duties 
was at best difficult.  We offer our humble thanks to Gina Smith for her willingness to step up and 
“Live the Call”  during this time.  We would also like to wish her well as she endeavors to serve 
WMU on the state level as the Resource Assistant for Children for NC WMU.  Congratulations!  
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1. Updating our food pantry ministry!  To date we have reorganized our facilities, done inventory 
& have been cleaned out twice to meet needs.  Restocking is a must!  This month’s focus is boxed 
dinners & canned meat.    Use the beige drop off bin just outside the closet to make donations. 
2. Mary Rhodes was commissioned as a Journeyman (IMB 2 year missionary program) to South 
Africa.  She is doing well and continues to ask for your prayers as she serves there. 
3. The Missions Yard Sale – our biggest ever!!! It’s grand success was due to God’s gracious 
blessing & your willingness to donate of yourselves – prayer, items, time & funds.  God will always 
use the “widow’s mite”.  Keep cleaning out for Yards Sale 2009.  Thanks for all your help! 
4.    Missions Education 
A.  Our Missions Friends, ages 3-5, learned about missions as home & around the world.  They 
learned that they can be missionaries everyday even if they are little. 
B.  Our Children In Action (CiA),  grades 1-6, learned that missions is a lifestyle not just an act.  
Their studies taught them to apply scripture to their personal lives and to pattern their lives after 
Christian role models.  They demonstrated this by earning over 139 badges collectively. 
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