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PASTOR'S PARAGRAPHS

“God is good all the time. All the time God is good.” What caayl?’s What can any of us
say? Dave Ramsey is right when he replies when he is askad,dt¢ you doing?” His answer is
simply, “Better than | deserve.” God is better to us than anysafeserve. Think about it. Have
you gotten angry at someone this week and not sought to make amendsyotsnld the whole
truth and nothing but the truth? Have you loved the LORD your God wiglo@ilheart, soul, mind,
and strength and your neighbor as yourself? Have you sought to build uprthase you and not
put them down? Here is the real clincher. Have you been pedfeaur Father in heaven is per-
fect? Boy! | sure am glad Jesus loves me in spite of me. Are you glad he loves?ou t

We just celebrated Valentine’s Day. Red hearts, candy, hdau#ids (if you're wise), and
love. But the greatest heart is found in the compassion of Cleeeter than candy is the sweet-
ness of Christ's presence. The most beautiful card is found in Jb&n Bnd the greatest gift of
love is seen on the cross. Not just on Valentine’s Day, but elsryJesus says to each of us: “I
love you!” How do we respond to him; not just in words, but in actiofts€ proper response really
is to remember that the LORD our God, the LORD is one. We shmtdchim with all of our heart,
all of our soul, all of our mind, and all of our strength. In addition, we dHouk our neighbor as
ourselves. After all, whatever we do to one another, we do to Christ.

This week begins the Season of Lent, a time of remembering theslsarfféring, leading
up to the cross. Holy Week begins the last Sunday of March and,Bhstéirst Sunday of April.
This is a good time to take a good look at ourselves and recommitvesrée love Jesus with the
kind of love he has for us. What about it, will you take the challemgelk more closely with Je-
sus during Lent? | suspect that if you do, the closeness of your wthlkhe Lord will go a long
ways beyond Lent.

Before closing, | want to say a special word of thanks to Joan Lanier, Jane TaBakeacy
Paula Smith, Brenda Brown, Angie Stewart, Laura Matthews, latiteaothers who planned, coor-
dinated, carried out, and performed at our Valentine’s Family Fun NigikRebruary 14th. We all
had a wonderful time. Thanks for the hard work. Congratulations too, ts Rofl Martha Turner
who were crowned our Valentine King and Queen for the evening. Dr. andlhhner were cele-
brating the 63 anniversary of their engagement on Valentine’s Day.

Thanks too, to our Baptist Men who led us in worship on February 14th and t@ptistB
Women who led us in worship on February'24God is good all the time. All the time, God is
good.”

F

Have a blessed week. | look forward to seeing you Sunday.
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Frances Johnson
Roger Tankersley
Sarah Lemons
Jacob Melvin
Gene Lewis
Betty Stewart
Caleb Smith
Demery Austin
Brigett Humphrey
Joyce Harmon
Logan Stewart
Hazel Hare
Joyce Stewart
Anna Bain

Joel Penny
Jeremy Melvin
Annette Hood
Savanna Matthews

(eebratng

4 Jon & Angie Stewart MMW/W o

5 T.H. & Janice McLeod
22 Larry & Gayle Stewart
24 Jason & Sarah Lemons
29 Ed & Crystal Johnson
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Our Nation and its Leaders, our missionaries,
all Service Men and Women, Andrew Upshaw (Al's Newphew, Iraq), Anne Oxford,
Veronica Stewart, Wayne Hatcher, Diamond Matthews, Janie Tripp (Debbie Pers-
inger's mother), Carolyn Lucas (Brenda Edwards’ mother), Juanita Kendrick (Ron
Kendrick’s mother), Burgess Marshbanks (Nancy Bales’ brother), Peggy Moore
(Jean Ryal's mother), Denise Sigmon (Becky Wimberly’'s mother), Wanda Miller
(Roger Tankersley’s sister), Mamie Smith (Pam Yates’ grandmother), Joseph Baker
(Ann Davis’ father), Hellen Phillips (Donnie Yates’ grandmother), Joyce Haire
(Brenda Edwards’ aunt), Vinnie Hessman (Friend of Eric and Laura Matthews), and
our homebound: Jill Upshaw-IHS Nash in Rocky Mount, Hazel Weaver, Mattie
Slaughter, Iva Newton-Brookfield, Billy Mason-Parrish Nursing Center in Dunn,
Doug Johnson, Beulah Stewart-Harnett Manor in Lillington, Doris Morgan, May Mar-
shbanks, Mae Kuhns-Harnett Manor in Lillington, Ruby Biggs-Brookfield Retirement
Center in Lillington, Frances Jones-Britthaven of Harnett in Dunn, Doris Yates-
Britthaven of Harnett in Dunn, Sue A. Brown, and Eloise Sheppard.
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“Let your light shine before men...and praise your Father in heaven.”
Matthew 5:16
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Gina Smith



