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The Symbolism of Ashes
On the first day of Lent, pastors in many churches
dip a finger in ashes (often made by burning palm
branches from the previous year’s Palm Sunday) and
make a cross on parishioners’ foreheads.

God’s people have used ashes as a sign of mourning,
humiliation and penitence. In the Old Testament,
ashes were used as a purification offering. The New
Testament speaks of repenting in “sackcloth and
ashes” (Luke 10:13, NRSV).

On Ash Wednesday, Christians are pained because
/ our sins — private and public — led to Jesus’ death.

,g\"f ] With repentant hearts, we begin the season of Lent,
r~ knowing it leads to resurrection on Easter Sunday.
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Living As A Christian
It isn’t easy to live the Christian life. Some years ago, Dom
Helder Camera, Brazil’s Roman Catholic bishop, said:
“When | gave food to the poor, they called me a saint;
when | asked why there were so many poor, | was called

Sunday Monday Wednesday
9:45 a.m. Bible Study 7:00 am. Men’s Prayer 6:00 p.m. K.L.S.S.
11:00 a.m. Morning Worship Meeting (Keep It Simple Supper)
4:00 p.m. Children’s M & M Tuesday 6:30 p.m. Bible Studies and
(Music & Missions) 7:00 p.m. Boy Scouts Prayer Meeting
5:00 p.m.  Choir Practice 7:30 p.m. Hand Bells
6:00 p.m.  Youth Discipleship Thursday
7:00 aam. Men’s Prayer
Meeting
6:30 p.m. College Group
Bible Study

a Communist.” Do good consistently, and you will pay a
price sooner or later.

Jesus was sometimes considered radical. He talked to a
Samaritan woman at a well. He healed and ate grain from
a field on the Sabbath. He hung out with sinners.
The Pharisees and the Sadducees didn’t work to get rid of
Jesus because he spoke of the birds of the air and the lilies
of the field. Rather, it was because he denounced the un-
just leaders he called hypocrites (see Matthew 23).
Lent is a good time to recall these words of Jesus: “If any
want to become my followers, let them deny themselves
and take up their cross and follow me”
(Matthew 16:24, NRSV).

4







