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PASTOR'S PARAGRAPHS

THE HISTORY BOOKS are full of stories of gifted persons véhtaslents were
overlooked by a procession of people until someone believed in them. Bibstgin was
four years old before he could speak and seven before he could Isaad. Newton did
poorly in grade school. A newspaper editor fired Walt Disney becheshad “no good
ideas.” Werner von Braun failed ninth-grade algebra. Hayda gpwon making a musi-
cian of Beethoven, who seemed a slow and plodding man with no apparent talent.

There is a lesson in such stories: Different people develdfferent rates, and the
best motivators are always on the lookout for hidden capacidan McGinnis in_Bits &
Pieces on Leadersh)p

There are always those who tend to put people down ratheliftthem up or see
them as hopeless rather than seeing any potential in theemidemust have experienced
some of this in his day for the Lord had to remind him not to let anglespise his youth.
It is easy to look at someone and see their faults. It & dé&mpting to point out those
faults in no uncertain terms. That's human nature. Often childredaanaged emotionally
by adults who abuse them verbally and call them stupid or tell them thatréhlegdaor can-
not do anything right. When Jesus looked at us and saw all our faustiseteded out his
arms on the cross and died for us. Rather than putting us down, he looked potential,
and sought to lift us up and encourage us. | am thankful for elddyl see each week. |
am even envious of their energy. When | look at them, | wonder whaiiliebe when
they grow up, what contribution they will make to society, and what influence | wil tiav
their lives. | am committed to helping them know Jesus and tevbehat they can do all
things through Christ who strengthens them (Phil. 4:13). Our childreth pesitive rein-
forcement. They need to know that we believe in them. | waehcourage you to take
time to speak to the children you see at church (and elsewhasdljasLet them know that
they are important and that you believe in them. Tell them Jeges them. Some of the
very children you pass in the hall each week may be the Einsteime Disney, or the Bee-
thoven of the future. One of them may discover a cure for canbexcome a world leader.
We do not know their future. Only God knows that. However, we do knoweidis one
of them has real potential. Our job is to encourage the devefdpof that potential in
Christ. In taking our job seriously in blessing the children, thidybless us in return and
Christ will be honored.

| hope you have a blessed week. | look forward to seeing you Sunday.
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Carolyn Greene
Jack Stewart

Jill Upshaw

Ann Davis
Priscilla Mangum
Laura Ryals
Frances Lewis
Mae Danner
Andrew Styles
Kenneth Moore
Josh Ryals
Hannah Julian
Patricia Harmon-

Lewis

22
23
26
26
27
30

Ruth Quakenbush
Wayne Rhodes
Ruby Biggs
Brenda Brown
Kenneth Stewart
Phil Melvin

2 JD & Vaniece Johnson
7 Doug & Debbie Jones
20 Harold & Gina Smith

25 Demery & Frances Austin
28 Carvel & Gisela Gregory
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Our Nation and its Leaders, our mission-
aries, all Service Men and Women, Andrew Upshaw (Iraqg, Al's nephew), Donna
Turlington, Louise Adams, Gerry Gregory, T.H. McLeod, Hazel Weaver, Valeria
Lanier, lva Newton, Doris Morgan, Vivian Simpson, Beulah Stewart, Winifred
Stewart, Coy Lanier (Coyt & Gladys Lanier’s son), Candace Hutchins (Roger &
Phyllis Tankersley’s daughter), George Yates (Donnie Yates’ brother), Angela
Buchholz (Pamela Yates’ sister), Linda Talley (Brad Talley’s wife), and Keith
Lanier (Dorothy Mullins’ nephew); and our homebound.
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“Let your light shine before men...and
praise your Father in heaven.”
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