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Pastor’'s Paragraphs

Do you like riddles? Here’s one for you from the July issue of Bits & Riece

The scenario: A man approaches a woman behind the counter and hramttodle She looks
at it as says, “That will be seven dollars.” He pays the avoend walks out without the book.
She sees him leave without it, but does not call him back. Why?

The clues:

1. The woman was not surprised that the man left without the book.

2. He did not pay the money to buy the book.

3. When he paid the money he received nothing in return — but was not unhappy to pay
it.

| will tell you the answer later.

Jesus did not speak in riddles, but He often spoke in parahtas ¢tories with moral
teachings). Someone defined Jesus’ parables as earthly stithi¢eavenly meanings. Often,
after hearing a parable, the disciples scratched their latissked: “What does the story
mean?” Jesus, then, patiently explained the meaning of the gpaoathlem. Personally, I'm
glad Jesus told them the meaning because | might have bemhisgrany head and asking the
same question about some of the parables Jesus told. He usdadtout farming and wed-
ding parties, treasures and money, and barns and house cleaning,itm fjusbta few. And
each of those stories has a very important lesson to td&hhow can we hear the parables
unless someone tells us or we take the time to open our Bitdesead them for ourselves. Ei-
ther way, to understand the significance of what Jesus isgstyius, we need to seek His ex-
planation through prayer. Each parable leads us to a closewitlalgur Lord and a better un-
derstanding of His will for our lives, particularly our understandindhefkingdom of God.

As we approach Labor Day, a time when we thank God for tligyabilabor and the
blessings He gives through our willingness to labor, we would@bto remember the first
line of an old hymn that says, “Let us labor for the Mastanfthe dawn to setting sun...” Itis
through our faithful labor for and with the Lord, that he will wankaind through us to accom-
plish his will and bless us throughout the whole process. Tadeetd read your Bible, pray,
and seek God'’s will for you each day. It will make a difference.

Oh yes, did you figure out the riddle? The man was returning endw® library book.
Have a blessed day. | look forward to seeing you Sunday. \
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Harold Smith
Joe Wynns

Ted McLeod
Shelly Humphrey
Nathanael Rhodes
Rosalie Cauthen
Jonathan Jones
Pam Yates
Kaitlyn Melvin
Martha Dixon
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Joseph Inscore
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Ken & Martha Barbour
Gene & Betty Sue Stewart
Terry Martin & Linda Kuhns
Phil & Celia Melvin

Kenny & Jennifer Stewart
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PLEASE REMEMBER IN PRAYER: Our Nation and its Leaders, our mission-
aries, all Service Men and Women, Andrew Upshaw (Al's Nephew, Germany),
Gary Altman, Hazel Hare, Nancy Bales, Gene Stewart, Joan Lanier, Janie Tripp
(Debbie Persinger's mother), Mary Lee (Teresa Sheuring’s mother), Carolyn
Lucas (Brenda Edwards’ mother), Tanya Kronstad (Faye Smith’'s daughter),
Carol Marshall (Lucy Baker’s sister), Juanita Kendrick (Ron Kendrick’s mother),
Grace Wimberly (Tony Wimberly’s grandmother), Dorothy Brownfield (Wayne
Rhodes’ mother), Wanda Miller (Roger Tankersley’s sister), Mamie Smith (Pam
Yates’ grandmother), Johnny & Joyce Haire (Brenda Edwards’ uncle and aunt),
and our homebound: Hazel Weaver, Betty M. Stewart, Mattie Slaughter, Iva
Newton, Billy Mason-Parrish Nursing Center in Dunn, Doug Johnson, Doris
Morgan, May Marshbanks, Mae Kuhns-Universal Healthcare in Lillington, Ruby
Biggs-Brookfield Retirement Center in Lillington, Frances Jones-Britthaven of
Harnett in Dunn, Doris Yates-Britthaven of Harnett in Dunn, Sue A. Brown, and
Eloise Sheppard.
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“Let your light shine before men...and praise your Father in heaven.”

Matthew 5:16
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Gina Smith

WMU NEWS FOR SEPTEMBER

Many thanks to all of you who donated food items for our August mis

project. We collected many individually packaged foods for the Backpack
Buddies program to feed needy Harnett County students.

Our September project will be to collect money for Operation Bandat
These are the camouflaged bandanas with Psalm 91 printed on them. The
to distribute one to each person deployed from Fort Bragg. Any donation is
appreciated.

A great opportunity is being offered to young women ages 18-35. Or
September 24-25, an event called “SHINE” will be held at Antioch Baptist
Church. The Friday night session begins at 6:00 with registration, dinner,
worship and break-out sessions on topics of interest to all young women.
Saturday offers breakfast, a devotional, preparation for the day’s mission
projects, the actual projects and then closes with sharing, worship and cha
The registration fee is $25.00. For more information, contact Anne Quaken
at 919-639-0304.

September is also the month when we collect for the North Carolina
Missions Offering. About 40% of this goes to help support the fantastic wor
done by the Baptist Men.

WMU also supports our church’s mission trip to Red Springs this mo

Be sure to check the bulletin board for more info and to sign up.
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